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I will not deny; only that then I say, they are no
more magicians, but witches, wizards, necroman-
cers, or what else you please to call those people
that have an immediate conversation with the Devil.

Secondly, Whether, if they can do it at all, it is
done as an art, a system, for the practice of which
there are rules and methods, which being learned
by others, enables them to perform the same thing,
as an operation, whether mathematical or other-
wise ? and this, I think, I may venture to deny ;
because I think it subjects Satan to such a situation
of circumstances, as are inconsistent with all the
notions we have of him as a spirit; as a powerful
unlimited seraph, a prince of the air, and who (ex-
cept where his Maker has limited and prescribed
him) is placed in a station inconceivably superior to
all human influence or operation.

To talk of screwing the Devil up into an engine,
that, like a jack in a box, he may be brought out
and shown for a sight to the people whenever a
conjurer thinks fit, or to be shown like a puppet-
show for twopence apiece, I must needs say, this
is really dishonouring the Devil himself.

What may be done by concert and agreement
between the Devil and them, is one thing; but to
talk of bringing him out by an art or invention, so
that, as I said before, the artists may call him in, or
call him up, when they please ; this would be rais-
ing him indeed, in the very literal sense of the word;
and may be, for aught I know, what was the true
meaning of the expression at first. And I must
observe here, this raising the Devil is an old way of
speaking, and was formerly much more in use
among us than it is now; for i am not yet deter-
mined in the matter fully, whether it be a fact or a
mere proverbial speech: my opinion at present
must necessarily be for the latter ; for as to raising
him, it is, as I have said already., a piece of non-